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THE  BLUE  JAY 


The  official  organ  of  the  Yorkton  Natural  History  Society 

Editor  -  Isabel  M.  Priestly 

Officers  -  Honorary  President:  His  Honour  L.T.  McKim,  Melfort 
President:  Mrs,  I.M.  Priestly  -  Vice-President:  J.R.  Foreman 
Secretary- Treasurer:  Miss  Ruth  Beck  -  Directors:  Miss  Pauline 
Summers',  Miss  Gladys  Fraser,  Cliff  Shaw,  Vernon  Barnes. 

The  annual  membership  fee:  FIFTY  CENTS,  payable  October  first 
each  year,  which  includes  four  quarterly  copies  of  the  "Blue  Jay". 

President’s  address  -  40  Agricultural  Ave . ,  Yorkton,  Sask. 
Secretary’s  address  -  35  Fourth  Avenue,  Yorkton,  Sask, 


During  the  last  few  months  most  of  the  letters  which  have  come 
in,  have,  in  one  way  or  another,  contained  some  reference  to  conservation 
matters.  Many  of  our  correspondents  are  extremely  pessimistic  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  future  of  our  native  wildlife ^  so  it  was  cheering  to  receive 
a  letter  from  an  old-timer  now  living  in  Winnipeg,  who  views  the  situa¬ 
tion  from  a  different  angle^  After  saying  some  very  nice  things  about 
the  "Blue  Jay",  the  writer  states  -  "When  we  first  came  to  Saskatchewan 
from  England  in  1911  people  seldom  mentioned  the  birds  and  flowers  or 
took  any  interest  in  them.  Ho?/  different  the  situation  is  todayl " 

Another  encouraging  sign  is  the  good  response  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Regina  Natural  History  Society  and  our  own  Yorkton  group  for  the 
protection  of  Saskatchewan’s  provincial  floral  emblem,  the  Red  Lily. 

An  event  which  should  also  do  much  to  create  greater  interest 
in  native  wildlife  is  the  re-opening  of  the  Provincial  Museum  in  Regina. 
Blue  Jay  members  know  we  have  always  held  that  the  Provincial  Museum 
should  be  the  main  source  of  information  for  the  people  of  Saskatchewan 
as  regards  the  natural  history  of  the  province.  The  day  is  long  past 
when  museums  were  "dry  as  dust"  affairs,  -  nowadays  museums  are  recog¬ 
nized  as  an  important  factor  in  the  educational  and  cultural  life  of  a 
community  -  even  during  the  war  years  new  museums  were  being  opened  in 
.England.  The  collections  already  in  the  Provincial  Museum  are  second 
to  none  and  we  may  well  be  proud  of  them.  They  must,  however,  be 
steadily  augmented  if  the  museum  is  to  take  its  place  as  an  effective 
educational  force  in  the  province,  and,  since  the  museum  is  a  provin¬ 
cial  institution,  it  is  up  to  all  of  us  to  take  an  active  interest  in 
its  development, 

Isabel  M.  Priestly, 

President. 
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BIRD  NOTES 

Magpie:  Magpies  still  seom  to  be  increasing  in  numbers  all  over  the 
province.  E.N*  Van  Blaricom,  K.C.,  reports  from  Tisdale  - 
"I  saw  my  first  live  Magpie  south  of  Tisdale  in  the  fall  of  1930,  although 
a  trapper  from  Mistatim  had  brought  me  a  magpie  for  identification,  which 
had  been  caught  in  one  of  his  traps,  in  Decembor  1923.  Now  those  birds 
are  quite  common,  in  fact  one  might  say  abundant,  in  this  district  and 
the  Rural  Municipality  of  Tisdale  has  been  offering  a  bounty  for  them,” 

The  present  abundance  of  the  magpie  is  apparently  a  case  of  "history 
repeating  itself”.  Old  records  indicate  that  from  time  to  time  the  mag¬ 
pie  has  become  extremely  plentiful  and  extended  its  range  north  and  east 
across  the  prairie  provinces.  (It  is,  by  the  way,  a  western  bird.)  Then 
having  reached  a  peak  it  declined  in  numbers  until  it  became  almost  a 
rarity  in  Manitoba  and  eastern  Saskatchewan,  In  this  connection  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  away  back  in  January,  1820,  members  of  the  first 
Franklin  Overland  Arctic  Expedition  who  wintered  at  Cumberland  House  on 
the  Saskatchewan,  mentioned  the  magpie  as  one  of  the  birds  which  remained 
around  the  post  all  winter. 

Northern  Shrike  Butcher-Bird.  We  have  received  mere  reports  than  usual 

of  this  rather  uncommon  winter  visitor*  W.  Yanchinski, 
Naicam,  wrote  ”0n  December  7  I  had  a  rare  experience  when  standing  outside 
the  house.  A  black  and  white  bird,  about  the  size  of  a  robin,  suddenly 
pounced  on  an  English  sparrow  only  a  few  feet  from  me.  The  sparrow  got 
away  once  but  was  recaptured  and  carried  off  to  the  woods.  The  scone 
creasted  quite  a  commotion  among  the  chickadees  in  the  vicinity.  This 
was  my  first  sight  of  what  I  feel  sure  must  have  been  a  Northern  Shrike, 

It  handled  its  prey  in  a  bungling  sort  of  way.” 

J.D.  Ritchie,  Wall wort,  had  a  Northern  Shrike  around  his  yard  for  throe 
days  in  November.  A  flock  of  juncos  Soomed  to  be  the  attraction  but  Mr. 
Ritchie  found  the  juncos  were  "well  able  to  take  care  of  themselves."  And 
more  recently,  in  connection  with  the  Christmas  Bird  Count,  Stuart'  Fran** 
cis,  Torch  Rivor,  wrote  -  "I  had  50  or  60  English  Sparrows  in  the  yard  at 
freeze-up,  but  two  shrikes  which  have  boon  staying  pretty  close  have 
reduced  their  number  to  seven.  The  procedure  is  for  one  of  the  shrikes 
to  start  a  sparrow  into  the  air, then  one  of  them  will  keep  below  the 
sparrow  and  other  follow  up  until  they  all  disappear  out  of  sight.  I 
am  not  sorry  to  have  the  number  of  English  sparrows  reduced  as  they  are 
only  a  nuisance  around  the  barn  yard.” 

Note  Shrikes  are  a  sort  of  curiosity  of  the  bird  world,  having  the  bill 
and  instincts  of  a  predator  and  the  feet  of  a  typical  song  bird.  They  kill 
their  victim  with  a  blow  from  their  bill..  Then,  since  they  are  unable  to 
hold  their  prey  firmly  with  their  comparatively  weak  feet,  they  impale  it 
on  a  thorn  or  barb  of  ware  fence  in  order  to  tear  it  apart. 

Snowbirds  Oliver  English,  Peebles,  asks  "Whore  are  the  Snow  Buntings  this 
winter?”  Perhaps  they  are  mostly  down  in  the  southwest  part  of 
the  province.  Steve  A.  Mann,  Skull  Creek,  tolls  us  that  on  his  ranch  one 
flock  of  snowbirds  Wees  seen,  which,  "when  settled  on  a  hillside  must  have 
covered  an  acre”  and  that  its  number  could  only  be  estimated  in  tons  of 
thousands". 
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BIRD  NOTES  (continued) 

Feeding  Birds  Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.R.  Foreman,  Yorkton,  have  followed  their 

usual  custom  of  putting  the  Christmas  tree  outside  in 
the  garden  at  Now  Year  and  "decorating"  it  with  bits  of  meat  and  fat. 

This  year  in  addition  to  the  usual  chickadees,  hairy  and  downy  woodpeckers 
and  blue  jays,  they  have  had  visits  from  a  Canada  Jay  -  the  "Whiskey  Jack" 
is  very  rarely  seen  in  the  Yorkton  area. 

Albino  Robin  Moosomin’s  rare  albino  robin  reappeared  in  September  after 

the  fall  molt,  so  it  will  be  interesting  to  know  if  he 
returns  next  spring,  Fossibly  this  bird,  due  to  its  colour¬ 
ing  (or  rather,  its  lack  of  colouring)  was  handicapped  in  its  choice  of 
a  mate,  for  according  to  H.  Downing  ho  got  a  very  poor  home-maker  for  a 
wifo.  Their  first  nest  was  destroyed,  and  the  second  next  was  "such  a 
shallow  structure  that  the  three  little  robins  of  the  second  brood  were 
blown  out  of  it  one  stormy  day.  However,  with  a  little  help  from  the 
lady  of  the  house  they  were  replaced  and  roared  alright,"  This  bird  was 
a  complete  albino  without  a  single  coloured  feather. 

Robin  and  Dove  As  might  be  expected,  Dick  Bird  comes  across  many 

interesting  occurences  when  cut  with  his  camera.  On  June 
15  he  found  a  mourning  dove  and  a  robin  nesting  within  five  feet  of  each 
other,  the  doveTs  nest  being  slightly  higher  up.  What  was  more  unusual, 
though,  was  the  fact  that  while  the  dove  was  sitting  on  her  normal  com¬ 
plement  of  two  eggs,  the  robin’s  nest  contained  three  robin’s  eggs  and 
oiio  dove’ si  Some  of  us  may  see  a  picture  of  this,  as  Mr.  Bird  states 
"it  made  a  nice  koda chrome  with  the  contrast  in  the  colour  of  the  eggs," 


Additional  1945  Bird  Records  of  Interest  in  Brief 

Osprey  One  seen  flying  overhead  by  David  Wright  at  Groonwater  Lake  in 
July,  "with  a  nicely-sized  Walleye  gripped  in  its  talons". 

Stilt  Sandpiper  Seen  at  York  Lake  May  24  by  Arnold  McPherson  of  Saskatoon, 

Screech  Owl  One  captured  in  the  garden  of  W.  Hatch,  Yorkton,  Nov.  15. 

Banded,  This  is  our  first  definite  record,  although  several 
have  been  reported  the  past  fuw  years.  Probably  nests  here. 

Brown  Thrasher  A  bird  which  is  extending  its  range  northward.  Reported 

as  seen  for  the  first  time  at  Torch  River  last  summer 
by  S.  Francis.  Also  noted  at  Sandwith  by  Gus  Yaki, 

Connecticut  Warbler  One  picked  up  dead  at  Ha warden  by  H,  Kvinge  during 

the  cold  spell  of  mid-September.  This  is  our  third 
record  for  1945  of  this  rare  warbler. 

Spotted  Towhee  Noted  Sept.  12  in  the  Pike  Lake  district  about  four  miles 

south  of  Saskatoon  by  D.R.  Robinson.  Rarely  reported 
from  north  of  the  Qu’ Appall e  Valley. 

Lark  Sparrow  Observed  at  Lumsden  Beach  in  Juno  by  Dick  Bird.  This  would 

be  about  as  far  north  as  the  colony  reported  from  Fort  San, 
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PROVINCIAL  .MUSEUM 


The  Provincial  Museum  was  officially  re-opened  on  Eriday, 

January  18,  by  Honourable  J.H.  Sturdy,  Minister  of  Reconstruction  and 
Rehabilitation,  to  whose  department  the  museum  has  been  transferred.  The 
museum  is  back  in  its  old  home  in  the  former  Normal  School  Building  on 
College  Avenue,  Regina.  This  building,  which  was  taken  over  by  the  Royal 
Canadian  Air  Force,  during  the  war,  is  now  being  used  by  the  provincial 
government,  and  under  the  present  set-up  far  more  space  has  been  made 
available  for  the  display  of  the  museum  collections. 

In  what  was  formerly  the  auditorium,  the  large  "habitat"  cases 
have  been  arranged.  These  are  cases  showing  groups  of  animals  and  birds 
mounted  with  the  background  and  setting  under  which  they  are  found  in 
real  life,  even  down  to  the  most  minute  plant.  These  outstanding  ex¬ 
hibits  are  the  work  of  Hedley  Mitchell,  former  curator  and  of  Fred  Bard, 
the  present  curator* 

Downstairs,  in  the  old  gymnasium,  are  the  archeological  and 
geological  collections,  and  a  very  fine  display  of  individually  mounted 
birds  and  mammals,  as  well  as  collections  of  fish,  reptiles  and  insects* 

We  hope  all  Blue  Jay  members  will  try  and  visit  the  museum  if 
they  are  ever  in  Regina,  and  also  make  a  point  of  introducing  themselves 
to  Mr,  F.A.  Dunk,  Director,  and  Fred  Bard,  Curator, 

The  Museum  is  open  Monday  through  Friday,  mornings  from  10  A.M. 
to  12  noon,  and  afternoons  from  1,30  until  5  P.M.  Saturday  mornings  the 
museum  is  open  to  children  from  10  A.M.  to  noon.  (At  other  times  children 
will  not  be  admitted  without  an  adult.)  The  museum  is  also  open  Sunday 
afternoons  from  2  P.M.  to  5  o’clock. 

The  Director,  Mr.  F.A.  Dunk,  wishes  to  extend  an  invitation  to 
teachers  and  groups  from  country  schools  to  come  in  as  soon  as  the  roads 
open  up  and  go  through  the  museum  during  any  of  the  visiting  hours. 

RED  LILY 


In  December  the  Conservation  Committee  of  the  Regina  Natural 
History  Society  (L.T.  Carmichael,  Chairman;  Mrs.  E.B,  Flock,  Miss  Gardener, 
Fred  Bard)  sent  out  600  questionnaires  to  all  sections  of  tho  provinces 
asking  for  information  as  to  the  abundance  of  the  Rod  Lily  and  its  status 
in  recent  years  in  each  particular  district.  Over  200  replies  have  boon 
received  to  date  by  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  the  committee  members  have  been 
kept  busy  reading  letters  and  sorting  out  all  the  valuable  natural 
history  data  received,  A  summary  of  these  replies  will  be  prepared  by 
Mr.  Carmichael  for  the  April  issue  of  the  "Blue  Jay". 


BIRD  BANDING 


We  regret  that  owing  to  lack  of  space  the  series , "Saskatchewan 
Bird  Banders"  has  been  crowded  out  of  this  issue.  Meanwhile  we  note  that 
M.G.  Street,  Nipawin,  has  developed  a  most  successful  drop  trap  for  catch¬ 
ing  woodpeckers  and  chickadees  or  any  bird  that  is  attracted  to  suet  placed 
on  a  flat  surface.  Mr.  Street  will  bo  glad  to  give  particulars  to  other 
bird  banders.  We  also  acknowledge  receiving  a  list  of  his  1945  banding 
records  from  Arthur  Ward,  Burnham.  Mr.  Ward  banded  123  birds  of  26 
different  species  and  had  three  "returns"  -  a  robin  banded  in  1943,  a 
brown  thrasher  banded  in  1944  and  a  barn  swallow  banded  in  1941  which 
had  already  been  recaptured  in  1942. 
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FUR  NOT  FEATHERS 


Muskrat  Owing  to  the  fact  that  considerable  snow  followed  closely  upon 
freeze-up  last  fall,  the  younger  members  of  the  Yorkton  group 
were  unable  to  make  the  annual  count  of  the  muskrat  houses  on  the  two 
Rousay  Lakes  on  skates.  However,  W.A.  Brownlee  covered  most  of  the  area 
by  car  and  on  foot  and  got  the  surprising  count  of  850  houses  on  the 
Upper  Lake  and  350  on  the  Lower,  making  a  total  of  1,200  houses.  Even  so, 
he  feels  that  this  is  a  conservative  estimate  as  there  were  certain  port¬ 
ions  of  the  Lower  Lake  that  he  did  not  reach,  so  the  actual  figure  may  be 
nearer  2,000  houses.  The  Rousay  Lakes  were  re-flooded  by  Ducks  Unlimited 
in  the  spring  of  1943  and  the  count  in  December,  1943}  was  169  houses  on 
the  Upper  Lake  and  25  on  the  Lower.  In  1944 j  the  count  was  353  houses 
on  the  Upper  Lake  and  223  oft  the  Lower,  These  figures  are  of  particular 
interest  showing  what  can  be  achieved  through  water  restoration  and  also 
in  view  of  the  fact  the  muskrat  population  is  reported  to  be  at  a  very 
low  level  in  most  of  southern  Saskatchewan, 

Pocket  Gopher  Our  "friend"  the  Pocket  Gopher  is  so  rarely  seen  above 

ground  that  the  following  item  from  Tim  White  of  Fort  San 
is  quite  an  unusual  observation.  When  ploughing  early  last  season  he 
turned  up  a  young  Pocket  Gopher,  about  half  grown.  "I  put  him  in  a  slight 
hole  I  kicked  in  the  soft  earth,"  wrote  Mr.  White,  "and  he  immediately 
gave  me  a  digging  demonstration.  With  fore  and  hind  feet  going  like  mad, 
he  was  out  of  sight  in  a  few  minutes.  The  dirt  began  to  fall  in  behind 
him,  so  out  he  came  pushing  the  earth  up  the  slope  with  nose  and  front  paws. 
Then  down  again  to  throw  out  more  earth  behind  him  and  then  he  again  became 
a  tiny  bulldozer  as  he  cleared  it  away.  It  was  a  most  interesting  per¬ 
formance  and  I  wished  I  had  someone  with  me  to  see  it." 

Silver-haired  Bat  An  extremely  late  date  for  a  bat  was  recorded  by  H.M. 

Raynor,  Ituna.  On  October  3  de  was  working  in  a  tool 
shed  in  his  garden  when  he  heard  a  rustling  noise  in  a  pail  suspended  from 
the  roof.  Thinking  a  mouse  was  imprisoned  in  the  pail,  he  took  it  down, 
and  to  his 'surprise  found,  "not  a  mouse  but  a  beautiful  Silver-haired 
Bat,  its  fur  almost  like  that  of  a  silver  fox,"  Mr.  Raynor  tipped  the 
bucket  on  the  ground,  and  the  bat  immediately  flew  off. 

(Note:  The  Silver-haired  Bat  is  one  of  the  migratory,  rather  than  hiber¬ 
nating  species  of  bats,  so  this  is  a  most  interesting  record.) 

Richardsons  Ground  Squirrel  The  common  "gopher"  or  "flickertail".  One 

of  these  animals  was  seen  playing  in  the 
sunshine  on  the  bank  of  a  creek  at  Springside,  near  Yorkton,  on  January 
6  -  perhaps  he  was  trying  to  emulate  the  ground-hog  ’.  Last  winter  Mrs. 
Marion  Nixon  reported  in  her  column,  "Nature",  in  the  Saskatchewan 
Farmer,  that  "  a  gopher  was  forked  out  of  a  load  of  hay  in  a  loft  at 
Tyvan,  curled  up  tight  in  a  frozen  ball."  Have  any  members  come  across 
a  similar  instance  of  a  gopher  trying  to  hibernate  in  a  stack  ?  When 
animals  hibernate,  it  is  not  merely  a  case  of  "Going  to  sleep  for  the 
winter",  their  body  processes,  such  as  respiration  end  temperature, 
slow  down  to  such  a  low  point  that  a  hibernating  animal  actually  is, 

"stiff  with  cold". 
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FUR  NOT  FEATHERS  (continued) 


Rabbits  Rabbits  seem  essentially  such  peaceable  creatures,  but  apparently 
naturalists  can  get  into  quite  heated  arguments  over  them’.  Last 
spring  the  first  visit  to  the  Wildlife  Sanctuary  of  the  Regina  Natural 
History  Society  was  made  by  a  party  of  six  members — strictly  "stag”.  On 
returning  home  these  gentlemen  told  of  heaving  seen  a  "rabbit  dance"  on  the 
hills.  To  say  their  story  was  received  with  reservations,  is  putting  it 
rather  mildly,  but  here  is  the  account  of  the  incident  as  given  in  an 
article  in  the  Regina  Leader  Post  by  R.C.  Mackenzie: 

"A  dozen  rabbits  were  playing  some  sort  of  game  on  the  hill  above  us.  Al¬ 
most  a  kind  of  dance.  Using  powerful  binoculars  we  watched  this  closely. 
Rabbits  word  running  in  a  circle,  darting  from  side  to  side,  jumping  over 
each  other,  chasing  one  another,  and  occasionally  getting  into  a  fight  and 
letting  fly  a  mighty  kick  with  strong  hind  fuet.  The  danco  seemed  confined 
to  an  area  of  about  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  bounded  by  a  ring  of  T  rge 
stones.  I  think  this  might  be  much  the  same  ceremony  as  the  winter  dances 
which  leave  such  intricate  track  patterns  in  the  snow.  However,  this  was 
tho  first  time  that  I  have  seen  it  done  at  this  season,  and  for  those  who 
doubt  that  such  things  t' ke  place  a.t  all,  this  time  thure  was  no  lack  of 
witnesses. " 


And  Dick  Bird  wrote  us  -  "On  July  11,  while  scouting  a  sand  bar  jutting  out 
into  the  lake  at  Liberty  I  flushed  a  jack  rabbit — without  hesitation  the 
jack  plunged  into  the  water  and  swam  across  the  channel  to  the  mainland 
about  100  feet  away  ,  ,  e  a  happy  sight  and  interesting  to  me  .  .  .  a  few 
years  ago  on  a  radio  program  I  spoke  of  rabbits  swimming,  and  several 
listeners  commented  that  it  was  not  the  rabbit  that  was  "all  wet".  I  have 
seen  this  happen  twice  beforu ,  but  this  time  I  had  witnesses." 

(Note:  Mrs*  Nixon  once  mentioned  having  seen  a  common  Meadow  Mouse  swim 
across  a  creek  despite  a  strong  current,  and  that  periodically  it  swam 
underwater,  We  have  also  read  that  porcupines  can  swim  across  a  stream, 
and  were  under  the  impression  that  all  animals  could  swim.  Editor) 

Porcupines  As  has  been  stated  before  in  the  "Blue  Jay’*,  porcupines  seem 
far  more  commonly  distributed  throughout  the  province  than  is 
generally  believed.  According  to  Mrs.  Elizeboth  Flock,  the  Regina  Natural 
History  Society  has  come  across  them  in  the  Wu senna  valley  comparatively 
close  to  human  habitations,  One  of  our  younger  members,  Joseph  NouoR, 
Sandwith,  describes  seeing  his  first  live  porcupine  in  January,  1945  - 
"I  was  following  my  trapline  when  I  heard  my  dog  barking  near  a  bush. 
Thinking  it  was  a  squirrel  I  ran  over.  It  was  snowing  fit  tho  time  and  when 
I  saw  this  big  ball  «r  ^hny  I  thought  it  was  a  squirrel’s  nest  and  gave  it 
a  poke,  and  was  I  surprised  when  it  turned  around!  I  might  mention  that 
there  wore  many  trues  -  poplars  and  willows,  at  that  spot  which  had  been 
stripped  of  their  bark,  so  he  must  have  been  there  some  time." 

Miss  Joan  Rudachyk,  Insinger,  sent  us  some  quills  and  hair  from  a  porcupine 
which  had  been  killed  at  SnAho.  We  forwarded  these  to  Dr.  R.M.  Anderson 
of  tho  National  Museum  of  Canada,  Ottawa.,  who  has  beun  studying  the  Canadian 
porcupine  for  30  years.  He  stated  that  this  Sheho  specimen  was  the  yellow- 
haired  form  and  that  it  was  their  first  record  from  that  region  of  Sask, 

Some  time  ego  we  asked  for  porcupine  quills,  but  if  possible  some  of  the 
long  hairs  should  also  be  sent,  as  Dr.  Anderson  states  that  "the  quills, 
as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  seem  the  same  for  all  the  races." 
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1945  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  CENSUS 


Thanks  to  the  co-operation  of  our  members,  almost  every  section  of 
the  province  was  covered  by  our  fourth  Christmas  Bird  Census,  23  counts 
being  made.  In  all,  37  different  species  of  birds  were  recorded  -  this 
is  two  more  than  last  year’s  count  of  35. 

S^ven  species  not  recorded  on  any  of  the  previous  counts  were 
noted.  These  were  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  Brown  Creeper,  Red  Crossbill,  and 
Slate-coloured  Tunco  at  Nipawin;  Rosy  Finch  and  Lapland  Longspur  at  Dollard, 
and  Brewer’s  Blackbird  at  Skull  Creek  and  Wall wort.  It  also  seems  probable 
that  Pine  Siskins  were  observed  at  Indian  Hwad,  These  new  records  bring 
the  total  nlrmber  of  different  species  of  birds  recorded  by  all  four  Christ¬ 
mas  Census U's  to  the  rather  amazing  total  of  49  different  species.  (Who 
will  dare  to  say  there  are  no  birds  in  Saskatchewan  in  winter  ?) 

The  Chickadee  and  Magpie  still  head  the  list  as  being  the  two  birds 
most  commonly  seen.  Sportsmen  will  regret  to  hoar  that  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
only  appear  on  11  of  the  23  lists,  and  Hungarian  Partridge  on  9.  Worse  still 
is  the  news  that  greatest  number  of  "chicken”  seen  in  any  one  locality  is 
17  at  Sheho.  Examination  of  the  lists  will  show  how  few  game  birds  were 
recorded.  In  this  connection  it  may  also  be  pointed  out  that  the  number 
of  predators  is  also  low. 

Winter  bird  visitors  from  the  north  such  as  the  Pine  and  Evening 
Grosbeaks  and  Bohemian  Waxwings  all  seem  scarce.  The  Redpoll  is  rather 
more  in  evidence  than  last  year  but  by  no  moans  plentiful  and  Snow  Buntings 
are  also  down  in  numbers  except  in  the  south-western  part  of  the  province. 
(This  may  be  due  to  the  greater  amount  of  snow  on  the  fields  this  season) 
Rather  interesting  is  the  fact  that  the  Hairy  Woodpecker  is  just  about  as 
common  as  the  Downy  -  we  had  always  thought  the  "pint-sized"  Downy  was 
the  more  plentiful. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  censuses  we  are  omitting  details  as  to 
weather  conditions  in  order  to  save  space,  but  we  are  glad  to  have  these 
for  our  records. 


BENITO,  Man.  Dec.  26.  Distance  covered  9  miles  in  open  sleigh  -  4-g-  miles 
along  highway  and  4-J-  miles  through  heavy  forest  and  ov^r  open  fields. 

Ruffled  Grouse,  2;  Downy  Woodpecker,  1;  Magpie,  6;  Black-copped  Chickadee, 1; 
Evening  Grosbeak,  60  (ost.);  Pino  Grosbeak,  10;  unidentified  birds,  probably 
Crossbills,  3;  Snow  Bunting,  70  (Est.)  Total,  8  species,  152  individuals. 

A.  ISFELD. 

BULYEA  Dec.  25.  Five  miles  along  country  roads  with  bush.  Chickadee,  4. 
(Birds  remarkably  scarce.  No  "prairie  chicken"  even  noted)  CLIFF  SHAW. 

BURNHAM  Jan.  1,  Home  grounds  and  open  prairie.  Hungarian  Partridge,  7; 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  3;  Redpoll,  50.  Total,  3  species,  60  individuals. 
ARTHUR  WARD. 
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1945  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  CENSUS  (continued) 


CLAIR  Doc.  24.  Home  yard  and  around  the  hamlet.  Downy  Woodpecker,  2j 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  4;  Pine  Grosbeak,  12;  Redpoll,  5.  Total  4  species, 

23  individuals*  -  A  flock  of  50  to  60  Redpolls  passed  through  around  noon 
on  Christmas  Day.  -  A.  SLOAN. 

POLLARD  (Birds  seen  around  the  farm  from  Christmas  to  New  Year) 

Hungarian  Partridge,  6;  Horned  Lark,  7;  Magpie,  3;  Black-capped  Chickadee, 

3;  English  Sparrow,  20;  Rosy  Pinch,  25;  Lapland  Longspur,  1;  Snow  Buntings, 
several.  Total,  8  species,  65  individuals,  Snow  Buntings  not  included. 
-Chickadees  do'  not  remain  unless  fat  is  put  up  for  them.  -  CHARLES  F.  HOLMES. 


EASTEND  Dec.  27.  Four  miles  on  foot  over  pasture,  stubble  and  very  rough 
range  land.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  7;  Hungarian  Partridge,  4;  Magpie ,  11; 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  2;  English  Sparrow,  75  (est);  Redpoll,  50  (est.); 
Snow  Bunting,  200  (est.)  Total,  7  species,  349  individuals  (est.)  -  A 
Golden  Eagle  observed  on  Christmas  Day.  -  ROBERT  E.  YOUNG. 

GEENF NT,  Jan,  6.  Two  observers  on  skis,  2^  miles  over  stubble  fields 
dotted  with  bluffs.  Great  Horned  Owl,  4;  (three  noted  in  one  spot); 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  3;  Redpoll,  2.  Total,  3  species,  9  individuals. 
Tracks  of  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  seen.  Magpies  are  usually  in  evidence, 
also  Snow  Buntings  and  Hairy  Woodpecker. -MR.  &  MRS.  JOHN  HUBBARD,  JR, 


HRNRRDEN  Dec.  26.  Open  prairie,  no  trees  except  groves  planted  around 
farms,  about  one  foot  of  snow,  distance  covered  one  mile.  Mallard,  3; 
Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  1;  Hungarian  Partridge,  14;  Snowy  Owl,  1;  English 
Sparrows,  200  (est.);  Snow  Buntings ,  2.  Total  6  species,  221  individuals. 
The  ducks  stay  around  a  flowing  well,  two  males  and  one  female. -HAROLD 
KVINGE « 


INDIAN  HErD  Dec.  26.  Walk  of  three  hours  around  a  square  mile  of  the 
Forestry  Farm,  Magpie,  1;  English  Sparrow,  many;  Black-capped  Chickadee, 2; 
large  flocks  of  small  birds  in  the  tree  tops,  (Pine  Siskins  ?)  Total,  4 
species.  Birds  are  scarce  all  through  this  area.  -  BILL  WILSON, 

NAI CAM  Dec.  30,  Walk  of  two  miles.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  3;  Hairy  Wood¬ 
pecker,  1;  Downy  Woodpecker,  1;  English  Sparrow,  4;  Black-capped  Chickadee, 
5;  Total  5  species,  14  individuals.  The  two  woodpeckers  and  chickadees  are 
daily  visitors  at  a  feeding  station.  -  W.  YANCI-JINSKI . 


NI  PA 'WIN  Dec.  26.  Walk  of  six  miles  through  town  of  Nips  win,  south  for  two 
miles  on  east  bank  of  Saskatchewan  River,  across  river  to  return  on  west 
bank,  Through  spruce  swamp  and  Jackpine  ridges 3  10  inches  of  snow. 

Ruffled  Grouse,  2;  Great  Horned  Owl,  1;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Downy  Wood¬ 
pecker,  2;  Blue  Jay,  3;  Magpie,  4;  Iludsonian  Chickadee,  5;  Black* capped 
Chickadee.  11;  Red-breasted  Nuthatch,  1;  Brown  Creeper.  2;  English  Sparrow , 
250  ( est ,  )Evoning  Grosbeak,  16;  Pine  Grosbeak,  28;  Red  Crossbill,  1;  Redpoll, 
36;  Slate-colored  Junco,  4,  Total,  16  species,  365  individuals.  Certain 
species  quite  common  in  ttw  area,  such  as  Canada  Jay,  Three-toed  Woodpeck¬ 
ers  and  Bohemian  Waxwings  were  not  observed  on  this  trip.  MAURICE  G.  STREET. 
DAVID  H.  WRIGHT. 
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1945  CHRISTMAS  BIRD  CENSUS  (continued) 

PEEBLES  Doe,  30.  Five  miles  by  team  and  sleigh,  little  wind,  12  inches 
of  snow.  Three  observers,  Sharp- tailed  Grouse,  9;  Hungarian  Partridge,  5; 
Snowy  Owl,  1;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Magpie,  3;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  4; 
Redpolls,  17.  Total,  7  species,  40  individuals.  -  OLIVER  ENGLISH* 

SASKATOON  Jan.  1,  Three  miles  along  the  river  bank  southwest  of  Saskatoon, 
Magpie,  2;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  2;  Bohemian  Waxwing,  5.  Total,  3  species, 
9  individuals.  -  F.A,  BLAIN, 

SCOTT  Jan.  1,  Walk  of  3  miles,  one  mile  along  bank  of  coulee,  two  miles 
near  planted  trees  and  hedges  of  experimental  station.  Hungarian  Partridge, 
11;  Great  Horned  Owl,  1;  English  Sparrows,  75.  Total,  3  species,  87  in¬ 
dividuals.  Birds  very  scarce  this  winter,  Bohemian  Waxwings  seen  the 
end  of  October.  F.  ROUSE. 

SHBHO  Dec.  27,  Count  made  while  going  about  chores  on  the  farm,  light 
snow  falling.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse  (at  straw  stacks)  15;  Groat  Horned  Owl, 

1;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Magpie,  3;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  4;  Snow  Bunting, 
200  (est.)  Total,  6  species,  224  individuals.  Winter  birds  such  as  Red¬ 
polls,  Grosbeaks  and  Waxwings  scarce.  -  WM.  NIVEN. 

SKULL  CREEK  JAn.  1.  Walk  of  one  hour  along  ranch  trail,  and  drive  of  15 
miles  into  Piapot.  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  7;  Hungarian  Partridge,  8;  Ring¬ 
necked  Pheasant,  1;  Gre  t  Horned  Owl,  2;  Snowy  0^1,  1;  Saw- whet  Owl,  1; 

Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Downy  Woodpecker,  2;  Horned  Lark ,  14;  Magpie,  74; 
Black-capped  Chickadee,  5;  Bohemian  Waxwing,  32;  English  Sparrow,  90  (est.) 
Brewer *s  Blackbird,  4;  Evening  Grosbeak,  3;  Redpoll,  15;  Snow  Buntings,  800 
to  100 0.  Total,  17  species,  1260  individuals.  Golden  Eagel  and  American 
Rough-leg  Hawk  seen  in  December.  -  STEVE  A.  MANN. 

TISDALE  Dec.  26.  At  feeding  station.  Hairy  Woodpecker,  2;  Downy  Wood¬ 
pecker,  1;  Blue  Jay,  3;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  11,  Along  valley  of  Dog 
Hide  River,  Magpie,  3;  Bohemian  Waxwings ,  17.';  English  Sparrow,  40,  Total, 

7  species,  77  individuals.  -  E.V.  VAN  BL.NIC0M.  K.C.  MRS.  VERNA  PICKERING. 

TORCH  RIVER  Birds  seen  around  barn-yard  and  farm  between  Dec.  25  -  Dec.  31, 
First  occurrence  of  each  bird  recorded .  Sharp- tailed  Grouse,  16;  Ruffled 
Grouse,  4;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Downy  Woodpecker,  4;  Canada  Jay,  4;  Blue 
Jay,  3;  Magpie,  7;  Raven,  8;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  3;  Hudsonian  Chickadee, 
2;  Wh i 1 0 -hr 0 a s t ed  Nuthatch,  1;  Northern  Shrike,  2;  English  Sparrow,  13; 

Pine  Grosbeak,  14;  Redpoll,  100  to  125.  Total,  15  species,  168  individuals. 
C.  STUART  FRANCIS, 

TULLIS  Doc.  30.  Over  fields  and  through  the  hamlet  of  Tullis.  Distance 
covered  10  miles,  7  by  car,  and  3  on  foot.  About  6  inches  of  snow  on  ground. 
Prairie  Falcon,  1;  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  6;  Hungarian  Partridge,  26;  Snowy 
Owl,  1;  Downy  Woodpecker,  1;  English  Sparrow,  185  (est.)  Total,  6  species, 
185  individuals.  Sn-owy  Owls  scarce.  Prairie  Falcons  are  regularly  seen 
every  winter,  -  WARREN  S.  ROY.  JM.ES  B.  TULLIS.  J.  FPuNCIS  ROY. 
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1945  CHRISIhAS  BI?D  CENSUS  (  cont i nuc d ) 


WALLWORT  Dec,  31,  Three-mile  walk  through  heavy  timber  and  second  growth, 
open  meadowland,  cultivated  fields  and  muskeg  and  lake  shore,  also  around 
yard,  10  inches  of  snow  on  ground.  Ruffled  Grouse,  lj  Sharp-tailed  Grouse, 
6;  Great  Horned  Owl,  2;  small  Owl  (unidentified)  1;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  5; 
Downy  Woodpecker,  2;  American  Three-toed  Woodpecker,  3;  Pileatod  Woodpecker, 
1;  Canada  Jay,  1;  Blue  Jay,  2;  Magpie,  11;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  18; 
Hudsonian  Chickadee,  12;  White-breasted  Nuthatch,  3;  Bohemian  Waxwing,  8; 
English  Sparrow,  25;  Evening  Grosbeak,  2;  Pine  Grosbeak,  34;  Snow  Buntings, 
25;  two  unidentified  hawks.  Total,  20  species,  150  individuals.  Five 
Brewer’s  Blackbirds  seen  on  oat-sheaf  stack  Dec.  26,  flock  of  20  Starlings 
Dec.  23.  -  JOHN  D.  RITCHIE. 


WAUCHOPE  Doc.  25,  Walk  of  about  a  mile  around  the  farm.  Snowy  Owl,  1; 
Magpie,  2;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  3;  English  Sparrows,  25,  Total  4  species, 
31  individuals.  All  birds  very  scarce  this  winter.  Meadowlark  and  Brewer’s 
Blackbird  remaining  around.  Redpolls  and  Snow  Buntings  hav^  been  seen. 

BILL  CARRICK.  BETTY  NIXON. 


YQRKTQN  Dec,  26,  Area  covered  15  miles  in  diameter  with  Yorkton  as  centre. 
6  inches  of  snow  on  fields,  10  observers  in  6  groups;  total  party  miles, 
46-g-.  Go shawk ,  1;  Sharp-tailed  Grouse,  6;  Hungarian  Partridge,  13;  Snowy 
Owl,  3;  Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Downy  Woodpecker,  4;  Canada  J"ay,  1;  Blue  Jay, 

1;  Magpie,  6;  Common  Starling,  5;  English  Sparrow,  139  (est.)  Snow  Bunting, 
568  (est.),  Total,  12  species,  approximately  748  individuals.  Two  Black- 
capped  Chickadees  were  noted  Dec,  29.  This  species  has  been  decidedly 
scarce  here  this  winter.  -RAY  ADAM.  MRS.  B.RRIE,  BROTHER  CL  RENCE.  C, 
STUART  HOUSTON.  DR.  C.J.  HOUSTON.  F.  L.HGSTAFF.  EDDIE  HA'PENCE,  M 


J.  MSSKMA.  DIANA  PRIESTLY. 


iVHDq 


I  .Id.  PRIESTLY. 


SAND  WITH  Dec.  30,  Hike  of  about  seven  miles  over  hills,  pasture,  small 
fields  and  bush.  Goshawk,  2;  Ruffled  Grouse,  1;  Sharp- tailed  Grouse,  14; 
Hairy  Woodpecker,  1;  Blue  Jay,  1;  Magpie,  23;  Black-capped  Chickadee,  13; 
English  Sparrow,  32;  Snow  Bunting,  17.  Total,  9  species,  104  individuals. 
Very  few  Groat  Horned  Owls  this  winter.  Pino  Grosbeak  noted  Jan.  1, 

GU3  YAKI. 

Number  of  censuses  23 

Number  of  species  observed  37 

Number  of  birds  observed  5240  (approximately) 


Note :  In  1944  thirteen  censuses  produced  a  count  of  approximately  4000 

birds. 

As  we  "go  to  press"  three  additional  censuses  have  been  received 
from  Mrs.  D.C.  Dickson,  Wiseton;  J.,„ .  Gunn,  Spirit  Lake  near  Yorkton; 
and  D. , Murray,  Laird.  All  remark  on  a  scarcity  of  birds  this  season, 
Mr.  Gunn  reports  a  wintering  robin. 


J 
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INFORMATION  PLEi-iSa 

Docs  anyone  know  if  it  is  a  common  practice  of  the  Sharp-tailed 
Grouse  to  dig  up  the  bulbs  of  the  Red  Lily?  In  connection  with  the  move¬ 
ment  to  protect  the  Red  Lily,  Mr.  Carmichael  has  received  a  most  interest¬ 
ing  letter  from  J.D.  Ritchie,  Wall  wort ,  describing  this  apparently  hither¬ 
to  unrecorded  habit  on  the  part  of  the  Sharp-tail. 

Last  July  Mr.  Ritchie  came  across  some  particularly  fine  Red 
Lilies,  one  of  which  had  four  blossoms  on  the  one  stem,  so  he  placed  three 
stakes  by  the  plants y  intending  to  come  back  and  lift  the  bulbs  later  in 
the  season.  In  the  fall  he  went  back  and,  -  ’’Imagine  my  disappointment,” 
he  writes,  ”  on  landing  at  the  spot  to  find  two  of  the  bulbs  scratched  out 
of  the  ground.  The  third  dry  stock  was  still  standing,  so  I  dug  the  bulb 
up  carefully,  with  plenty  of  soil  attached,  to  transplant  to  ray  perennial 
bod.  However,  it  was  plain  to  see  what  had  happened  to  the  others.  All 
around  was  evidence  of  the  recent  presence  of  the  Sharp-tailed  Grouse 
( ’’prairie  chicken”) ;  their  droppings  and  some  stray  feathers  were  lying 
all  about.  I  investigated  further  and  found  other  bulbs  scratched  up 
here  and  there.  Is  it  possible  that  these  birds  have  a  liking  for  the  Red 
Lily  bulbs?" 

We  hope  to  get  some  comments  on  this  observation.  As  Mr.  Carmichael 
remarked,  "Would  it  not  bo  the  irony  of  fate,  if  one  of  uur  provincial 
emblems  should  destroy  the  other  ?’’ 


In  the  last  issue  of  the  "Blue  Jay"  wo  mentioned  that  Dr.  A.L. 

Rand,  Associate  Zoologist,  National  Museum  of  Canada,  had  bee-n  engaged  in 
making  a  survey  of  the  Pronghorn  Antelope  population  in  Alberta  and  south¬ 
western  Saskatchewan.  The  following  letter  has  been  received  recently  from 
Dr,  Rand  - 

Dear  Mrs.  Priestly: 

This  past  summer  I  covered  parts  of  southern  Saskatchewan  making 
a  check  of  antelope  numbers.  There  were  a  number  of  areas  I  was  unable  to 
visit  and  in  which  Nelson  in  1924  reported  that  there  were  antelope.  Those 
areas  are: 

1.  Both  sides  of  the  Saskatchewan  River,  west  of  Owonsville, 
north  of  Aobey, 

2.  T country  northeast  of  White  Bear  Lake. 

3.  On  the  South  Saskatchewan  River  a  few  miles  west  of 
Saskatchewan  Landing. 

4.  Between  White  Bear  and  Luck  Lakes  some  distance  north  of 
the  South  Saskatchewan. 

5.  N„ar  Long  Valley  northeast  of  Lake  Chaplin. 

6.  South  of  Wood  Mountains* 

Any  help  that  you,  or  any  correspondents  to  the  Blue  Jay,  can  give 
me  on  this  subject  would  be  very  much  appreciated  and  would  make  my  antelope 

report  much  more  worth  while . 

Sincerely  yours, 

(signed)  A.L.  Ro nd 

Note:  Information  may  be  sent  to  the  "Blue  Jay"  or  direct  to  Dr.  Rand,  at 

the  National  Museum  of  Canada,  Ottawa j 
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SNOW  QUL 

From  J,  Dewey  Soper,  Chief  Federal  Migratory  Bird  Officer  for  the  Prairie 
Provinces,  we  have  received  a  questionnaire  with  regard  to  the  abundance 
of  Snowy  Owls  this  winter.  Periodically  very  heavy  southern  flights  of 
Snowy  Owls  (Arctic  Owl,  White  Owl)  take  place  and  such  a  flight  has 
apparently  occurred  in  eastern  Canada  this  winter.  As  far  as  our  Christmas 
Bird  Censuses  indicate  there  has  been  no  unusual  influx  of  those  large  owls 
in  Saskatchewan  this  season.  However,  Mr,  Soper  is  anxious  to  got  exact 
information,  so  we  will  be  grateful  if  members  will  fill  out  the . following 
questionnaire  immediately  (even  if  they  have  already  sent  in  a  census)  and 
return  it  to  J.  D~wey  Soper,  536  Dominion  Public  Building,  Winnipeg,  Man, 


SNOWY  OWL  QUESTIONNAIRE 
1S45  -  1946 

Please  supply  answers  to  the  following  questions,  based  on  your 
observations  of  the  Snowy  Owl  during  the  present  period,  (Return  by 
early  February  if  possible) 

i 

Ab  s  ent__ _ _Plont  i  f  ul _ _ _ 

Scarce _ _ _ When  first  noted _ 

Fairly  common _ _ When  most  plentiful _ 

How  many  have  you  soon  during  this  period _ 

Any  additional  comments _ _ _  _ _ 


How  many  known  to  have  been  killed. 

Nam©  end  address  of  person 

supplying  information  _ _ 


Da of  writing _ 

Locality  to  which  information  applies_ 


\ 
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